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BOYS’ STATE
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

I would like to thank each staff member and each citizen of Mountaineer Boys’
State for the excellent cooperation you have given me this week. I hope you have had an
enjoyable week and that your stay was worthwhile. Have a good and safe trip home.
May this week remain in your memory for the rest of your lives.

We would also like to thank Melinda Sines and Lori Moore of the Legion
Headquarters in Charleston for having things ready for us again this year!

A

FROM THE EDITORS COMPUTER

If you found a “typo” in your noozepaper, pleeze overlooke the mistakes. We
have tryed to brang you the nooze in the bestest way we kin. Thanks to all you’uns who
helped with the nooze. A spechal thanks to those who helped to stapell the noozepaper
every evenin’. Thanks to Shirley Marria, O. C. Jones, D. D. Hudson, Stewart Sleime, Pat
McCulloch, and Betty Ann Williams for their stick-to-it with getting the packets ready for

Saturday morning. :
I would like to thanks the counselors for not complaining when the schedule

wasn’t write. :
We thank you, the Citizens, for just being here this week. Without you, there

would be no Boys’ State. Feel free to come bak for a vizit enytyme ewe want.

Betsy Potterfield
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CORRECTION

There is a mistake in the 1998 Boys’ State roster. Paul Kenworthy, Senior
Counselor of Braxton Cottage, reported a mistake in his address. The correct
address for Paul is: 2123 Yager Creek Apt. C Charlotte, NC 28273 | We are
sorry for the mistake. Thank you Paul for bringing this to our attention.

ANNUAL BELLY FLOP CONTEST HELD FRIDAY AT POOL

Michael Park was the emcee Friday as several brave souls entered the
“belly flop” contest at the pool. Ten contestants had three flops each. The
scores from these three flops were added together to determine the winner.

The criteria for the best “flop” is to land flat on the water, have the
reddest belly and disperse the greatest amount of water. Extra points are
given for the sound of the flop, facial expression, and crowd reaction.

The first place winner was Jim Davis a Junior Counselor in Monroe
Cottage. The second place finisher was Thomas Maddox of Panhandle and
Adam Wilson of Webster Cottage finished third. MBS Governor Dwan Perry
was the fourth place finisher. Congratulations to all of the participants!

Color commentary was provided by Mountaineer Boys’ State sports
broadcaster Steve Sluss and Mike Park provided the play by play information.

GET TO KNOW YOUR HEADQUARTERS STAFF

Walter R. and Shirley Marria, Administrative Assistant and Headquarters Staff, reside at 920
Chittum Lane, So. Charleston, WV 25309. Walter retired from Union Carbide Chemical Corp.
after 38 years of service. He was a multi craft supervisor. Shirley was a school secretary and
retired after 38 years of service. They have three children, Donna Trippett, Helen Show, and

Walter Keith. : ;
Walter received the American Legion Blue Cap Legionnaire of the Year Award for 1997. He

has been at Boys’ State for 36 years. ;
Walter says that Boys® State is the best program in the United States for young men to learn
about state, county, and city government. The facilities at Jackson’s Mill are super for this

program.

Robert L. Wines, Operations Director, resides at PO Box 203, Buckhannon, WV 26201 with
his wife, Stephanie. He is presently Operations Director for the West Virginia Division of Natural

Resources. . :
He is Vice President of the West Virginia Strawberry Festival. He is a member of the

Buckhannon Lions Club and Treasurer of the Upshur County Solid Waste Authority.
Bob has been at Boys’ State for 14 years. He received the Dombroski Award in 1996

Patrick T. McCulloch, Headquarters Staff, resides at 1204 Steenrod Ave., Wheeling, WV
26003. He is presently attending West Virginia University Medical School. He has a degree in
Philosophy and a minor in French from the University of Dayton.

Patrick was a Boys’ Nation Delegate in 1992. He was also Speaker of the House. He has

attended Boys’ State for 6 years.

-HAVE A SAFE
TRIP HOME
AND A
GREAT SUMMER!
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EXTRA

THE 1998 WEST FORK RIVER RIVER

REVIEW

Sing-a-song - Ice Ice Baby - Vanilla Ice,
Dustin Hotsinpiller and Thomas Maddox

J. C. Penny Account
Jason Martin

Piano Solo - Country Roads
Adam Wagner

Skit - A Speaker at Boys’ State
13 Cottage Members

Instrumental Music - Classical Jazz
Bruce Douglas and Michael Gale

A Clean Skit
The Clean Skit Players

Piano Solo
Howard Mearns

GOJU RYU Demonstration
Opie Wingate

Guitar Performance
Derek Riccelli and the men of Marion

Top 10 Reasons for Having Boys’ State
Braxton Variety Group

A Song
Nicky Nostril and the Nine Nose Pickers

A Day in the Life of the Headquarters Staff
All remaining citizens after those who left to take the ACT

THE SLUSS PUMPS
Steve and Michael Sluss

The Camp Counselors Review
Various Jr. and Sr. Counselors

1998




JERRY L. MEZZATESTA (D) of Romney
Hampshire County (50th Dist.). Elected in 198'6'
1988, 1990, 1992, 1994 and 1996. Committees:
Rules, Finance, Education (Chair), Joint Com:
mittee on Government and Finance, Fores:
Management Review Commission, Legisis: -
Oversight Commission on Education Accc.:
ability (House Chair). Majority Whip, 71st Leg-
islature; Speaker Pro Tempore, 72nd Legisla-
ture. Born December 1, 1946; son of Mr. and
Mrs. A. J. Mezzatesta. Education: Shepherd
College (BS); Frostburg State (MEd); Potomac
State College; West Virginia University; Mar-
shall University. Married May 29, 1971, to
Mary Helen Gibbs; son: Jeffrey L. Educator;
Tree Farm Operator. Methodist. Member,
Hampshire County Farm Bureau; LOOM; Sons
of American Legion.

BOB WISE (D) of Clendenin, Kanawha County;
born January 6, 1948, in Washington, D.C. Educa-
tion: Duke University; Tulane University College
of Law. Attorney. Elected to the State Senate in
1980 from the 17th Senatorial District. Elected to
the 98th Congress in 1982, the 99th Congress in
1984, the 100th Congress in 1986, the 101st Con-
gress in 1988, the 102nd Congress in 1990, the
103rd Congress in 1992, the 104th Congress in
1994 and the 105th Congress in 1996. He has rep-
resented West Virginia’s Second Congressional
District since the election of 1992. Member,
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee,
Government Reform and Oversight Committee
and House Natural Gas Vehicle Task Force. His
wife, Sandy, is a counsel to the U. S. House Ways
and Means Committee, a position she held when
he arrived in Washington in 1983. Two children:
Robert Whitten Wise and Alexandra Stewart
Wise.

Ron Engel, Director of Boys’ Nation

Mr. Engel spoke to the citizens of Mountaineer Boys’ State at the evening
assembly on Thursday. He gave greetings from the National Headquarters Office in
Indianapolis and the National Commander. Mr. Engel spoke about the oratorical contests
and the amount of scholarship funds available for successful candidates. These
scholarships total approximately $138,000.

Engel summarized the type of things the two senators would participate in at
Boys’ Nation. The senators would meet and have pictures taken with the President of the
United States. The senators will also be able to meet their own U. S. senators and
congressmen, as well as touring famous attractions in and around the Washington, D. C.
area. The participants will also hear presentations by leaders of various agencies of
government and private industry.

Mr. Engel was very impressed with Jackson’s Mill and its many facilities. He
thought that this facility was excellent for the operation of Boys’ State. Mr. Engel also
said he was impressed with the staff and really liked the election procedures used here at

Mountaineer Boys’ State.



 ZNOW TOUR ELESTED OPPIGIALS

'GOVERNOR

Dwan Perry lives in Bluefield with his parents, Willie and Rebecca. He has three siblings,
Anneka, Jenay, and Perry. Dwan, a Randolph Cottage citizen used the slogan, “Bout it, Bout it”
to become elected Governor of Boys’ State. Dwan dates Candra Wade and attends Bluefield
High School. There, he plays basketball, football, and runs track, and is a member of Student
Council, Pep Club, Pride Team, and Broadcasting. He is the Senior Class President, a member of
the 1997 AA State Football Championship Team, and a National Youth Leadership Forum Invit,
Dwan also attends the Governor’s Honors Academy and is a member of both Upward Bound and
the National Honor Society. He hopes to go to law school at Cornell University and pledge Alphi
Phi Alpha Fraternity. If not, he will attend WVU. “Everyday it seems as if I like Boys’ State
more. I've met a whole entourage of personalities and faces. Hopefully, these relationships will
last through the year. Seeing strangers turn into friends has made me want to come back. I can’t
wait.” Hope you enjoy youryear as Governor Dwan.

SECRETARY OF STATE

Eric Bugyis lives in Parkersburg with his parents, Mike and Jeanne, and his sister Amy.
Eric “boogied down” all the way from Calhoun cottage right into the position of Secretary of
State. At Parkersburg High School, he swims and runs cross country and belongs to the
following clubs: Rotary Interact Club (President), Student Body Treasurer (2 yrs), Service Club
Vice President, Math Club Treasurer, Junior Cabinet, Teens 4 Teens Catholic Peer Ministry
Team, School Newspaper Editor. Special Honors awarded to him include: YMCA National
Swimming Championship Qualifier, WV Honor Roll, Governor’s Honors Academy, WV
Collegiate Academy Counselor, National honor Society, Quill and Scroll Journalism Honorary. In
addition, he still finds time to spend with his girlfriend, Keili Meyer. Eric hopes to attend either
Case Western U. Of the University of Illinois and major in Bio-Medicine and Chemical
Engineering with plans of going to medical school. “This week has been a wonderful experience.
It has been fun meeting and talking with so many exceptional students who were all SO open and
outgoing. After gaining a better understanding of how our government works, I have and
increased appreciation for both their efforts and the responsibilities of the public.” In addition, he
would like to “sincerely thank my peers for bestowing the great honor of this office upon me.
With so many equally deserving students here, I am ever humble in accepting the office of
Secretary of State. Good luck to all of you!” Good luck to you too, Eric.

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Brent Stephens attends Man High School and lives with his parents in Kistler. He has four
siblings: Chayne, Shannon, Shauna, and Shavona. When he is not going out with his girlfriend,
Jamie Mitchell, he is involved in one of his various activities: Beta Club, National Honor Society,
Optimist Club, Hi-Y Club, Student Council, or Drama Club. Special honor awarded to him
include: Academic Challenge National Advancee (3 times), WV Youth Orchestra, All State
Orchestra (first ¢ -7-7-2- to do s0), U.S. String Ensemble, Quest Scholar, European Concert Tour,
and Who’s Who. After high school, he hopes to study pre-law and music and start his own
professional quartet. Here at Boys® State, Brent was a member of Randolph Cottage and used the
Nickname “Johnny Cochran” during his successful campaign for Attorney General. Boys’ State
“has been amazing. I feel so privileged and honored to fellowship with the best of the
brotherhood of West Virginia’s Youth. We are a brotherhood strong and united under one cause,
to change the world. I think our presence here has already begun that process and will continue
for the rest of our lives. It has been great. Thanks.” His e-mail ~ddress: mnviolin2@yahoo.com



TREASURER

Jeremy Mount, a Lewis Citizen, utilized the nickname “Buck” while here at Boys’ State
to help him become elected Treasurer. He hails from Huntington, where he lives with his parents,
Ivan and Marcia. He has two sisters, Cindy and Jennifer. Besides spending time with his
girlfriend, Betsy Hubbard, he enjoys playing football and bowling. In fact, he was named the
Junior Bowler of the Year (‘97-°98). Jeremy is also involved in the National Honor Society, Beta
(Vice-President), Upward Bound (President), the Spanish Honorary, and the Church Youth
Group. Following high school, he plans to graduate from Marshall University with a B.A. in
nursing. “This week has been one of the weeks of my life.” I met a lot of new friends and almost
didn’t miss home. I will never forget my time in Boys’ State. You all will have a place in my
heart always. Good luck to all and God Bless.”

AUDITOR

Dustin Hotsinpiller, a member of Panhandle Cottage, was elected to the position of
Auditor here at Boys’ State using the nickname “Spike.” His parents are James and Pamela and
he has a brother named Derek. At Bridgeport High School, he plays soccer, basketball, and runs
track, which has allowed him to attain six varsity letters. Besides courting Ashley Maxey, he is a
member of the Student Council, National Honor Society, TSA, and the Teen Institute. In
additon, he was awarded the Best Attitude Award two consecutive years at the Tri-State
Basketball Camp. He plans to attend the Navel Academy and major in Engineering. His
comments about the camp include, “It is a very educational camp. I have had an enjoyable time
here and hope to come back as a counsellor.” Hope to see you next year Dustin.

COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE

Johnny Madia is the son of John and Saundra Madia, residents of Clarksburg. He has two
brothers, Sam and Michael. Johnny borrowed the nickname of the great American boxing hero,
Rocky Balboa. Just as Rocky came from a rough part of town to conquer Apollo Creed and be
named the champion, this “Italian Stallion” came from Lewis cottage to conquer his opponents
and be named the Commissioner of Agriculture. In addition to dating Tiffany Taylor back in
Clarksburg, Jeremy plays football and wrestles at Robert C. Bird High School. In fact, he has
been to the State Wrestling Tournament, has been named to the Elite high School Wrestlers of
America, and the Academic All-State Wrestlers. He also involved in the Key Club and
H.U.G.G.E.D. (Harrison United Guys and Girls Eliminating Drugs) as well as being a member of
the National Honor Society, Who’s Who, and the State Substance Abuse Advisory Coungcil.
After completing high school, Johnny hopes to “attend a Military Academy and lead a happy and
successful life.” As for Boys® State, Johnny states, “I had a great time. Iam really glad I came
and participated.”.

CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT

Scott Taylor lives with his parents, Dr. Michael Taylor and Jane Wilson, in Morgantown.
He has two step sisters, Stephanie and Tiffany, and half brother, Michael, and a half sister,
Carolyn. His girlfriend is Katie Hawkins and he attends Morgantown High School. There he is a
member of the Ski Club, Math Honor Club (President), Social Studies Club, National Honor
Society, Teen Institute, Teens Against Tobacco Abuse, and the Church Youth Group. In
addition, Scott plays Tennis, Cross Country, Soccer, and he skis. His special honors include
Senior and Junior Class Vice President, Who’s Who, and first place in C-SPAN Tocqueville
Viewer’s Contest. His future plans include college (possible to study Architecture or Law) and to
marry an attractive woman. At Boys’ State, Scott “The Tool Man” was a citizen of Panhandle
and was elected as a Supreme Court Justice. He states, “I am having a great time. The citizens
are friendly; the counselors are great. Shaking the Governor’s hand was great and listening to
Mr. Manchin is awesome.” Furthermore, Scott reveals some information that, if the media would
have gotten a hold of earlier, may have changed the history of Boys’ State 1998. It seems that
our Auditor, Mr. Hotsinpiller, has some dirty laundry. According to Taylor, “He used to beat be
up in Sunday School at my grandmother’s church. I was always scared of having to go to Sunday
School.” Hotsinpiller should be hoping that an Independent Council doesn’t get a hold of this
one, or it could be a long term for our newly elected Auditor.



JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT

Steve Herron, son of Kathy and Ralph, hails from Fairmont. He has two brothers, Todd
and Victor. This Calhoun citizen employed the nickname “Big Blue” on his way to being elected
Justice of the Supreme Court. At Fairmont State High School, he is a member of the National
Honor Society, SADD, Bible Club, Science Honors Club, Chess Club, Spanish Club, the football
team and the basketball team. Honors bestowed upon him include: Eagle Scout, OA Vigil
member, King of Madrigal Chamber Choir, Youth leader of church, Founders award in Boy
Scouts, Church League Basketball MVP, 24 Trophies through Speech Team, 4 God and Country
Awards, Treasurer of National Honor Society. In addition to thanking everyone for their support
during his campaign, Steve thinks “everyone should appreciate what we have here. I have
enjoyed the week and I think most people won’t like to leave as much as they think they will. I’m
thankful for being selected to Boys’ State and I will éncourage next year’s juniors to come if
selected.” Thanks for your support Steve.

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT

“Iron” Mike Thompson was elected to the Boys’ State Supreme Court from Panhandle
Cottage. He lives with his parents, Brenda and Jerry Thomps.on, in Charleston, and has a brother,
Jerry Jr., and a sister, Kim Brown. At George Washington High Schopl, he. was a m.embe.r of the
Beta Club, Ski Club, and Key Club, and the 1998 Tennis State Championship Team in which he
won state title at #3, singles position. He also enjoys Skiing, Basketball, Golf, ;cmd Baseb_all.
Mike plans to go to attend college and eventually medical school. As for Boys Sta?e, Mike says,
“I have had a lot of fun with Boys’ State, and also have learned a lot from my experience. Before
this week I was extremely shy, but during the week I have learned how to meet new people and

become outgoing.”

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT

Luke Hatfield used the nickname “Iron Man / Skywalker” to become elected to the
Supreme Court here at Boys’ State. He lives in St. Albans , WV with his parents, Jim and Trish
Hatfield. He has one sibling, Ben. Luke attends Nitro High School where he plays soccer during
all seasons and is a member of Future Problem Solvers, Key Club, Mu Alpha Theta, National
Honor Society. Here at Boys’ State, he was a member of Panhandle Cottage and states that “This
week taught me to be more confident and to try to live without women [despite the fact that he
doesn’t have a girlfriend presently] which is very hard. Every single one of you here is very
important to things going on here and at home.” Future plans include college in St. Louis,
traveling in other countries, and helping people in U.S. and abroad. Luke reminds us to listen to
the great jedi master, Yoda, when he said, “Do or do not. There is not try.” May the force be
with you, Luke. R S L

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

Derek Riccelli is the son of Robert and Rose Riccelli of Colliers, WV. He has four
brothers: Chad, Doug, Chrissy, Craig. Derek, from Marion Cottage, used the nickname “Padre”
to help him become the President of the Senate here at Boy’s State. He attends Brook high
school where he belongs to Who’s Who, Pride Club, Tutors Club, Parish and Youth Group, Key
Club, and the Honors Program. He is also a Teen Institute Representative and courts Rebecca
Howe. Derek was a Young Writers State Finalist, a 2-year confirmation sponsor, a pre-
seminarian candidate, and a county math field day winner. After high school, he plans to attend
either the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy or to study Philosophy / Theology at Franciscan U Of
Steubenville. “My choice of school is based upon a decision to devote my life to two causes that
are sewn into the fabric of my soul; The United States of America and God.” Derek’s comments
about Boys’ State include, “Boys’ State, thus far, has been an experience both in learning about
our state government process and also in life. Amongst all the discipline, marching, rain, and
early mornings, there is an underlying treasure of brotherhood within the ranks. I think Boys’
State for this treasure I will forever hold in my heart.”

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

Jonathon Evans is the son of Leslie and Tony Evans of Morgantown. He has a brother
‘Anthony, and a sister, Alexis. Here at Boys’ State, he was a member of Randolph Cottage and
‘his nickname, “Ears” helped him land the position of Speaker of the House. At home, he attends
Morgantown High School and is involved with Interact. Club, Conflict Mediators, Teen Institute,
and Peer Helpers. Nevertheless, his “love for music is one of the paramount things in my life. 1
love hearing the music of our country, also, like the Star Spangled Banner.” His future plans
include law or business school, and he hopes that this will help prepare him to help his
community. Boys’ State was “a lot more fun than I expected. My mom told me to come in with
an open mind, and because I did, I’ve learned and enjoyed more than I would have with preset

opinions.”



E-Mail Addresses of Counselors and Staff

American Legion Headquarters
D. D. Hudson
Paul Kenworthy
Andrew Weekley
Bob Wines

Jamie O’Brien
Truman Sayre
Shane Feazell
Wesley Queen
Ryan Frankenberry
Brandon Flower
Matt Anderson
Lee Greenhowe
Israel Hall

Mike Showalter
Clarence Walton
Steve Sluss
Michael Sluss
James E. Dague
Dennis Dye

Art “ZOCK” Zoeckler
Chad Bolton

Jeff Mezzatesta
Pat McCulloch
Miguel Munoz
Joe Hartwell
Mike McBride
Miguel Munoz
Dave Nichols
Ben Rodriguez
Neil Bolyard
Melvin Williams
Steve Wilkerson
Chris Taylor
David Shafferman
A. J. Monseau
Phil Hancock

WVLegion@aol.com
kosh@access mountain net
PTK4016@aol.com
andrew2 [ @mailexcite.com
winesr@mail. wvnet edu
jamie_o@msys.net
TTLLSS I@juno.com
Zand@mindspring.com
wqueen@imagixy.net
rfranke3@wvu.edu
bflower@wvu.edu
maanders@vt.edu
Greenhlee@aol.com
israclh@juno.com
Jms127@columbia edu
Cwalton444@aol com
scsluss@juno.com
msluss@juno.com
JLINCOLND@aol.com
dyed@citynet net
zoeck@aol.com
chadb@aol.com
jmezz@hotmail com
patrickt75@juno com
mlmunoz@amherst. edu
hartwell@vt. edu
mmcbride@athletics ucla edu
mlmunoz{@amberst.edu
wvpolitician@hotmail com
49Rodriguez@cua.edu
nbolyard@wvu edu
mwilli25@juno com
swilkers@mail wvnet.edu
CT540@aol.com
Sherm2@hotmail.com
monseauk@vms. wlsc. wvnet.edu
drphilgood@hotmail com



