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TO: Citizens selected for the 2008 American Legion Mountaineer Boys State 

Congratulations!  You have been selected by the Admissions Committee of The American Legion Mountaineer 

Boys State to attend the Seventy-First Annual American Legion Mountaineer Boys State, which will be held at 

Jackson’s Mill near Weston, West Virginia on June 8-14, 2008. 

Enclosed you will find a Medical Certificate, Orientation Schedule, Information Bulletin, Law Lecture, Proposed 

Legislation Form, an American Legion Mountaineer Boys State Career Listing, and other items that will help you 

prepare for your week at Boys State.   

YOU ARE REQUESTED TO DO THE FOLLOWING: 

1. If you will not be able to attend, immediately notify your school’s recommending official, your local 

American Legion Post, and The American Legion Department of West Virginia Headquarters at 1-888-534-

4667.  This will allow an alternate to be selected to replace you.  All attendees of Boys State agree to stay 

the entire duration of the program.  Requests for excused absences from the program will only be 

approved by the Director in the event of an emergency and must be presented to the Director by the 

attendee’s parent(s) or legal guardian(s).  All expenses associated with your attendance at Boys State have 

been provided by your local American Legion Post or another sponsoring organization or business.  If you 

fail to make notification in a timely manner, you will be liable for reimbursement of the $200.00 fee paid 

by the sponsor.  If you leave the camp early for any reason, you will be required to reimburse the balance 

of your meal and lodging fees.   

2. Review the enclosed Orientation Schedule and locate the Orientation Site closest to you.  You and your 

parents should attend the Orientation Session listed in the enclosed Orientation Schedule that is closest 

to you.  School official(s), sponsoring organization(s), and alternate(s) are welcome and encouraged to 

attend the Orientation Session.  Additional information regarding Orientation Sessions is included in the 

enclosed Information Bulletin and Orientation Schedule.  Please bring your packet to the Orientation 

Session with you.   

3. Have the Medical Certificate completed prior to Boys State.  Bring the Medical Certificate and information 

packet with you to the camp registration.  Make sure to have your Medical Certificate notarized. 

4. Study the enclosed Information Bulletin prior to reporting to your Orientation Session. 

5. Study the enclosed Law Lecture prior to Boys State.  You will be required to take the Bar Exam after the 

evening meal on Sunday.  A thorough study of the enclosed Law Lecture is recommended to enhance your 

possibility of receiving a passing score on that examination.   

6. Draft and bring with you a piece or pieces of proposed legislation using the enclosed “Proposed 

Legislation Form”.  This should be on any issue that you feel is relevant to the State of West Virginia.  

Generally, proposed legislation is a law, rule, regulation, policy, etc. that you would like to see enacted in 

West Virginia.  Write out your idea(s) and what you want accomplished.  You do not need to worry about 

proper legislative form.  Your proposed legislation will be given to the Boys State Legislature for their 

consideration.  Legislation passed at Mountaineer Boys State will be forwarded to the West Virginia 

Legislature for review and consideration.   
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7. If you have any special dietary needs, please address those needs with The American Legion Department 

of West Virginia Headquarters at 1-888-534-4667 prior to camp. 

8. There will be no faxes received during the week of the camp for the Samsung Scholarship.  We request 

that you bring all information with you to the camp.  This is the only year that you can apply for this 

scholarship. 

9. Mountaineer Boys State has a website that can be accessed at http://mountaineerboysstate.org.  All 

information contained in this packet is on the website. 

You are attending Boys State on the recommendation of your school officials and members of The American 

Legion Post in your community.  We ask you to uphold the confidence placed in you.  Conduct yourself in a manner 

to reflect credit, not only upon yourself, but your school and community as well.  Being selected to attend Boys 

State is an honor, which should not be taken lightly. 

The staff reserves the right to dismiss any citizen for failure to follow camp rules, regulations and policies, and/or 

for engaging in behavior that is deemed by the staff to be inappropriate and/or disruptive. 

You will be expected to show proper respect to the Flag by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and you are expected 

to participate in the singing of the National Anthem.  If you are not willing to do these, please make the 

notification in #1 above so that a replacement can be found for you. 

Your parent(s) or guardian(s) are welcome to visit you at any time during the week.  The preferred time is 6:15 

p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Visitors other than your parent(s) or guardian(s) are permitted as long as your parent(s) or 

guardian(s) accompanies them.  On Wednesday evening, at 6:30 p.m., the Formal Review will be held.  It will be 

followed by the Evening Assembly that will be held in the Exhibition Hall.  This would be a good time for your 

parent(s) or guardian(s) to visit.  You will be permitted to sit with them during this assembly and visit with them 

thereafter.   

Your parent(s) or guardian(s) are strongly encouraged to attend the Formal Review, it will begin promptly on 

Wednesday, June 11 at 6:30 p.m.  They should arrive by 6:15 p.m., bring lawn chairs and assemble at the parade 

field in front of Harrison Cottage.  In the past, it has been very warm during the Formal Review, so your parents 

may want to bring a cold drink with them.  After the Formal Review, an evening assembly will be held in the 

exhibition hall.  That assembly will last approximately 1 hour.  All visitors, other than those attending the Formal 

review and Wednesday Evening Assembly, must report to General Headquarters in the Dorsey Center to sign in.   

Questions regarding Boys State can be presented during the Orientation Session or by contacting Steve Sluss at 

steve.sluss@wvlegion.org or Clarence Walton at clarence.walton@wvlegion.org or 304-686-3347. 

 

Sincerely, 

Clarence Walton 

Director 

Steve Sluss 

Administrator 

 


